The asymmetric unit of the polymeric title compound, {[Zn (C 8 2+ cation and half a BPDC anion, both ions lying about a crystallographic inversion centre. The crystal structure consists of zigzag polymeric cationic chains parallel to the c axis and uncoordinated anions linked into a threedimensional supramolecular architecture by O-HÁ Á ÁO, C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and C-HÁ Á Á interactions. 
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Cg is the centroid of the C6-C11 benzene ring. 
Comment
Interest in crystal engineering and supramolecular chemistry is rapidly increasing not only because of their fascinating structures and topologies but also owing to their potential use in optical, electrical, catalytic and adsorptive applications (Kitagawa et al., 2004; Ferey et al., 2005; Roy et al., 2009; Zhang et al., 2009) . The construction of such coordination polymers is highly influenced by several factors. However, the key factor in the manipulating coordination polymers is undoubtedly the selection of appropriate ligands. Comparing to rigid ligands, bifunctional flexible ligands can induce variability of the structure and may lead to the formation of supramolecular isomers because of their conformational flexibility. Recently, a series of transition metal coordination polymers based on the flexible ligand 1,4-bis(1,2,4-triazol-1-yl)butane have been reported (Liu et al., 2008; Gu et al., 2008; Wang et al., 2008; Zhu et al., 2009) . In this paper, biphenyl-4,4'-dicarboxylic acid (H 2 BPDC) and 1,4-bis(1,2,4-triazol-1-yl)butane (BTB) have been selected as organic linkers, generating the title new zinc(II) coordination polymer, (I), the crystal structure of which is reported herein.
Compound (I) crystallizes in the triclinic space group P -1, and the asymmetric unit contains half a The water H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and fixed in the refinement, with U iso (H)=1.2U eq (O). All C-bound H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93 (triazole, aromatic) or 0.97 Å(methylene) and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
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